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‘boﬁh in tha ‘Prench Revolution. L
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Waturally, the early nettlera of this counisy were
Aéquainﬁed with the idea of.brbzhurhobd s a tenst of the Ghris#

tian faith. Yet condltxors prevelent in the countries of thelr

origin hed 1ong since des.xogeu cil hope {hat any form 0f governm

2«./’ ff bf\»’ v

ment coula'be gulded by such tenects. GE? ,ahk;ék_,f
“he 18th century was a deeply troubled era.-y”he fcaf(/ jﬁﬁtﬁggﬁzgzgl-
of police informers was unlveraal, sowing uiatruat between 1n-\\'y e
ol e ol hfﬁpﬁ—lﬁ*v&
dividual citizens, In Francé, i, the infamotie lettres de A
cechet, often broaont on h; meye denuncmation, are & vivid ex - bun ?t;rléﬁﬁﬂaj;&

sumple of the insecurity affectinr even menbors of t1e prlvilevedﬂf
! v £
clasqea. The eyes and ears of the government were everywhera, bir;', ;;:;
viewing with auapxclo?'too close esssociations between indxviduﬁl ,/ . o
citizens as poasible/%reeding grounds for subversive factions,

. Life looked different in the wildefneﬁs qf'the Neﬁ World,
wﬁere governmeht was too remote to offer either threat or protec-
tion. And the couniry in 1ta.vastnea§,\its awe-inspiriﬁg gréndeur
and'eleﬁental ﬁg;er was & totally new experience for the settler
from.ébroad. Individuale had to join hands against the ever present
dangers, common enemies and all the terror of the unknown. Even
in the absence of danger, the mere necessities of 1life, like build~
ing'dabiné, care of the sick, harvesting crops, made man dependent
on his néighbor and eventgally his friend and brother.

Thus, the transcendentel ideal of brotbe;hood_beCame e
tangible reality. Its spirit started to teke ré&t. In ever exm.

pending circles it moved from neighbor to comnunities, to states
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5.
end to e ;ew‘naticn; endowing 1t wiih & vitality ﬁnknown.to the
old world. |
It found exPrcssion in the neagﬁbura democracy of the

s i

A 4"’*#"‘»
ﬁ%&ﬁknd éf;/ﬁmerlcan Rﬂznintxnn in the reaching out for an effac~

na

New Envl?nd tqwn meetings, in the "wnite or die" sentiments that _ /2

tive federal sysiem of governmcnt once the colonisl states Lid

of purpose, .

won their freedon from England.

S0 it was that, where political units in the oid coun-
tries had found it élmost unthinkeble to give up any part of their
sovereignty voluntarily? the‘hmerican concept of brotherhood opened
ﬁhe way for the fledgling American colonles to trust and to help
cne another, just as individuals had done in the earlier/golonial
days.,. Consequentiy, the coloniég felt secure‘enoughlta;rélinquish

some of their power end thus, maybe for the Tirst time in ﬁistory,

lelid the foundations for a vast empire held togéther not by force,

"

not by fear, bub by the idea of mutuel trust and & common sense

-~

The principles of freedom, equality and brotherhood on
which the Americen Dream is based are identical, on the surface ‘/

! ! /
at least, to .the liberts, egalite, fraternite which were proclaimed .V

as the goalé of the'Frépch Revolution in the same c¢entury. And

8till there is & sublle tul all-importent différehce -= one that

wes to have & fundamental\influence on the coﬁrse of world hisfory.‘
What was this fateful difference betwsen the unde:lying

spirit ol the Amerlcan Dream end the,French Revolution? I believe
. S . !

e

\
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e dlfference lies primarily in the fact thet the Americun Dream
,waa firmly rooted in-rellgloua concepts. The carly Amu icnﬁ saw
men &8 & being with en immortal soul, no matter how muuh hia reli-
gious tenets differed {rom those of his fellow citlzenﬂ. The
French ideologists, on.theléﬁher hand, even where they'sy;lllyayed
lip service to religion, conaideréd m&n basically as a highly
deveIOped Eg}mal poasesaed of reason. | h
‘The "Goddess of Reaaon,“ whose teﬁplés wefe er;cted_in \\}\
. place of desecfated churchea in révolutionary Fraﬁcé, wag meant
~to replace the concept of the. Judeo-Chrlstian God. She was the
'representatlon of a klnd of nature wisdom manifest everywhere in
neture and reaching its peak in man's intellect. In contrast,
American idealisu, whi;e cheriéhing the human intellect, would
never have.thought-of replacing Divine wisdom with human reascii.
Moreover, the foundera of the new country never saw man's ultimate
goal in & paradise on earth. Nothing is more foreign to the
 fundementally sﬁiritu&l neture of the Americen Dream than gross
materialism. | | - ’

After undergoing many modificatione, the'philogpphy
leeding .40 the French Revolution became the inspiration for Marxist/
compunistic ideologies. For the concept of an abstract, sllegori-
cal "Supreme Being" soon gave way to a pseudomystical leader @orahip.-
Since the humen mind wes considered the highest individual mani-
festation of an all—perv;ding divinity, people possessed of real or

imagined genius begen to look at thémselvea as rightful representa-

tives of thet deity. A hierarchy wes to bs created among men,

‘ . No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-8-7-8
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each of whom was Lo be equal "but some more equal than others."

(Orwall)
' Aé_é logical conseduence, the French_Revoiﬁtﬂom ended
in terror. To remske men into 8 docile enimal, thevindividhélia—
tically inclined were dealt with in a‘wﬁy aimilar-to the elimina-
tion of gnﬁamable animals from;the herd. In France, it was the
guillotine._ A%t & wuch later time, in Russie, Stelin'se terror

pursued similar goals. WHost recently,_théO\ﬂtural Revolution in

China, after breeking the spirit or the individualist, io now

assuming the most aophisticated'methoda of ecientifio condition-
ing end modern stock bfeeding; '

‘In Meo's China, the world is going to witness the supreme
test of the nonwAmefi§an dream: Can the human animal by methods

of sophisticated reward and punishaent, in other words by condition-

Cing %5 the sense of Pavlov, form a contented, internally docile

and externally powerful society? If men were indeed no more then -
8 highly develo;;d enimal, this experiment could succeed and by
ite success refute the American Dreau. |

Yet failure of America's hopes need not come from outside
but can be brought about by forces within the U.8. iteelf, For -
if present-dey Americans diaregard:the spirituel noture of man, |

they treuselves will destroy the very substance of which their

dream is made.

AN

Today, virtuelly all political'ieaders throughout the

world, including those of our ideological opponents, claim belief

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-8-7-8
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in the tried of freedom, equeiity and Lrotherhood: WAt Gistin-
guishes communist dislectica from our poiitical philoauphy ia the

concept of the nature of man and of the ways leading to his im—

provement. According to Lenin, Stﬂlinland Mao, a just, free and

fraternal society is an end product of humen conditioning by human

"stock breeders." According;tovJudeowChristian ideals, it is the
result of voluntary moral evoluﬁion of the individualQ of the |
development of th&_individual?a’?eﬁse of-éurpose, and thus an
issue between man and ﬁis Creatar.  Govornment, whi}e entrusted
with the responsibility of Qfeating conditions best suited for
thet quest, can never force man to be free, just end brotherly.

If religious concepts hold any truth et all, the condi-

. tiohing methods used in communist countries will end in failure.

The necessity of unleashing e "Cultural Revolufion" in Red China
after only a few years of all-powerful communist ruie has already
illustreted tﬁaproint, and it is not likely that its effect will
lasi.for long. Thus, ifIAmerica hoids on to its dream,. its nmain
opponent, China, will hardly be able to replace it as the hope
of the world, | B

For the American Dreém Yo become a-feality, however,
we must clarify our own thinking as to our ideals and_burpoaeﬁ
and learn to think before scting. In & fime when the speed of
change leaves us breathless, in the midst of treuendous material
growth,'dreamé can get lost in traffic jams, buried in pollution,

or otﬁerwisé'become obfuscated by the proBlems of the day.

}

| e
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Gbod will end good intenfiéns éfe not enough. We ﬁuah conéciéualy

'artlrulato our idoas, clarxfy them and tranalate them 1nto concept

- and thms demanda firet of 81l that we understand the mruuin 8

which lie behind those three key elements of the American Drewa,

freedonm, equality and brotherhood.

Basically, fhey refcr to three different pﬂyohological

~sspects of man. Unless this is realized they will never take

root in the community of men. . | '

1. Freedon pertéins\b;sically;tq the wind, whichhcan ‘
ﬁnfold its higher potential'on;y if free of restrictions no 1§nger
relevent to our times.

But it would be a tragic mistake to believe that freedom/
can stert with unrestricted actions, If everyone were to do aa.
he pleamses, he would by necessity interfere\with the freedom of all.
True®freedon for all can only be echieved within & framework of
lews -~ laws which in turn should ideally be the fruits of free
thought. -

| 2. .Equality concerns man's status before the law. I%
demands that everyone receive the same kind of justice and protec-
tion aé £ll of hie fellow citizens. And this requires perfection
of the legel fraaework in order to safeguard freedom and pursue
justice. |

'3, Brotherhood relates %o men's love for his fellow

men. The greatest gift of man is his capacity for love, compﬁasion

and brotherhood. This is the ingredient that makes our systenm

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-8-7-8
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- ﬁducation needos rdgfientation Lo nurture the seeds of
,bfoéherhoad_in amali_children, to plaece groster emﬁﬂasiavbn{the
uﬁfolding of spiritual and qualitetive iﬁcultiee.n; é.basic o b

iective of the 1éarning Procesn . 3ut.thildhood education is merely
& %eginning; the capacity Fov Jovs can énly be paffccted by volun=-
taxy eelfneducation.in adult Iifay

Government srowusd nob inserfere Qith'eddcatidn'bGYOhd
guarenteeing the right of everr ¢hild do faceive it. But freedom *
of cducation Aues not exclude %he;pﬁblic,servant as an individual
from teking part in it; Hié rélé}‘hcwever; must nbﬁ‘beybased_on
his power but on the respect won‘by his conduct in office.

Children today are fér'more alert to conditions in the
world. Especially.between the 7th and 14th year they are natural
imitators and hero worshippers and will try to emulate public
figures whom their parents admire. Thus pubiicﬂservants who heve

“lived up o tho responsibilities of their office could do en in-
valuable serVicq/to education by making their,ideals and experiences
‘avaiiable to YOufh. Professional éducators, too, desperate for a
more relevant and more fulfilling trend in educatioﬁ, would listén
to the advice 6f men who have proven themselves on the testing
grounds of modern politics. |

The most effective way'éf fostering brotherhood witﬁin
society‘ié the development of an economic system more equifable to
all, Such & systen need ﬁot be in confiict with man's profit |
notive. On the c¢ontrary, it should become more realistic and

therefore more profitaﬁle than our present'one. The time is pest

~ No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-87-8
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when ecoﬂomic exploitation by individwnie or by nations 69n be
of 1ésﬁingibenefit.to suyone, since in o modern soclety the ex—
iétenbc of poverty will inevitebly destroy the wealth of all.
Mughrobﬁing Wdifare‘caata, taxes and riots will See_to thia.'
| Thus & revised_égonomic system should take into con-

eideration the fact that en affiuent society cenmot survive with-
oul acceplance of the concept:df‘brotherhodd as aﬁ'intééral'pé;t
of our 80¢io-economic prhilosophy. |

{ Along with & betier understanding of the meening of
fresdom, equalitly and brothérhoo&,\it.is-also essehtial to recog-
nize thet feOples differ in the degrees %o which the} v&iue each
of these fhree elements; | |

The French, maybe the most ingenious people of the new

sge, are impressed by brillient reasoning. The logical result of
this preference wa s from the beginning & soméﬁﬁgt one;aided, pre-
dominantly intellectual epproech to theif'dream of & society ruled
by’reason. The,Americaﬁa, who are a nation of pragmatists, tend
to put action tefore thinking. Consequently, they marred their
dream in en attempf.to create heppiness by material progress alone.
Yet in accorddﬁcé with the Aﬁérican concept of man &s & spirituel
being, progress should be meaaﬁred by méraluand cultural achieve- a
men£ rather then by material suc&ess.

-The”original éettlers mede America gréat by breferring
the herdships of pioneer*life to the far more frofitable éxistence
in cities. Evén the gold rush was not motivated by greed alone.

Its colorful history reveals & romentic longing for adventure

_No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-8-7-8
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of ;oun”. ckuboranb people rcadv 1o part witn their ureasureu
g i%\M . :
7ust ee fast as thcy w;ya.acqui:oyf

2% i For"the Mmericen Dreem to come irue, & vivid swarenees

'of its fundamenta; idesls iwv esuential. Rapidly chan&ing condi-.

tions n“uaﬁﬁltﬂte modifications and adjustmente in our spproach

4o current evenis. Bubt in all: these adaptationa we nust not
h‘) U{)L\\:t ' na\r'\m, ‘
Torget the sourcss frow-witeTe  this nation hue~¢@£¢;u&ﬁ its stzength.

e wlo waoks
The imepiretors—ef our constltution were deeply intui- .

-

tive people, capable of a vision_that may atlll save the world.

. In the 200 years that have gono?by, oivilizntion.hdn vassed into

a techtnologicel age which requires nore cleaily ¢efined conceptis.

The greatest vision of mankind since the ‘Hellenic ers
haé been the vision of freedom. Little progress has been mede in
tﬁe sttainment of this age~old longing of wen because freedom was
100 often sought in unrestricted action, aﬁd is todéy vainly
being pursﬂéd in the area of emotions. But action must be restrict-
ed if a society is to survive, end emotions are forever’influenced
by elements-outside the control of man's free will. The founda-
tion of freedom, therefore, must be laid in the sphere of thinking.
Thetancient Greeks were the first to recognize this
fundamental truth. To aesuré'objectifity in thinking, they brougﬁt
it in tune with the objective truths of methematics. For just as
an airpiane is not free to leave the ground unless ite structure
is adapted to the laws ‘of physics, the human mind cénnot free it-

self from its fetters unless it is in harmony with universal laws.

~_No Objection TQ Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-8-7-8 _
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‘But tne Groeks were aleso the inventors of democracy .
They wented froe thinking to pervade eventuaily all aspects of
h%mﬁn.ﬁiVilizaﬁion. The dream of Helles Aéver materiélized
because tho' Orecks failed to translate their ideals into ection.

" Thé American Dresm L & cortain way js E‘TGV1va¢ of
the ancment Greeks'! concepts of & purfoct aemooracy. *As ‘& people
of action, we may be able to succeed where they failed. Before
we ot we wuet learn to tner aud t0 remember that, while free-
dom, justice snd brotherhood sue’ Lhc indispensable pmllars of an
1deal society, neither of tbese pr1n01ples can flourish outside
its proper orea., And none of them can survive for lonv if the

other two are lagging behind.

Education of our children nmust affect the whole being,

not just the intellect alone. It must teach them & more preclse

understanding of the main principles of sodieﬁy: ‘Elﬁﬁiii is

dependent on free thouvht. Equality requires & form of govern-

ment thet guarantees Justlce to all. A sense of brotherhood can ﬁyagl,_
develop oty in a society whose economic 11f<jﬁh4#medmeﬁﬂpeli
bee&%*cvnﬁﬁdexaiigna*&né)takes into account the socio-economic

suberdependence of all.
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CHAPTER 2

When Napoleon's rule drew to an end, the French Revolution had
already run its course. The emperor, while putting a stop to all
revolutionaxy activities at home, had nevertheless carried some of tﬁeir
fruits into the rest of Europe. His bold plan for a united Eurxope, his
enlightened laws and constitutional changes swept away the last vestiges
of the feudal age and kept alive some hopes for a new era. But his conquests
had cost lives beyond count, and brought misery to the very people he pro-
fessed to protect.

The peoples of Europe asked themselves: Had the revolution been
woxrth its price? The answer was no. The restoration in France, Metternich's
regime in Austria, the birth of a militant nationalism in Germany, clearly 7\/_,&}&'?
indicated that the hdpes for freedom, brotherhood and equality had been abandoned
as unachievable dreams. The final blow came when France as a nation disassociat-
ed herself from her revolutionary past.

The situation was different in the United States. In spite of its political
vacillation, the young nation kept faith with its appointed mission, and it was in
part due to this faithfulness that by the end of the 19th century the world started

again to believe in a better future.

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-430-8-7-8
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The First World War disheartened the optimists, and the events which
followed implanted a sense of hopelessness into the hearts of millions. The
Russian Revolution, which at first had raised hopes, soon turned into an ideology
of absolutism. Though pretending to be progressive, it actually reverted to
abandoned concepts of the past. The French, when their revolutionary spirit
had lost some of its fervor, made use of their ideas for nationalistic purposes.
True to this pattern, the Soviets exported their brand of communism to create
satellite states while re-establishing a strong nationalistic regime at home.

One of their exports went to China where Soviet absolutism combined with native
war-lord rule under the leadership of Liu Shao-chi. This form of government
proved surprisingly successful for the economic and national rebirth of China.

Tﬁen an event took place which may well be unique in world histoxy. Mao
Tse-tung, with considerable support from his people, was willing to risk all
pational and economic gains by unleashing the Cultural Revolution. He replaced
the utilitarian "revisionism' of the Russians with a visionary impulse of his own.
After the Cultural Revolution had partly succee_ded, he embarked on planning a
world-wide civilization baseci on his utopian principles.

By starting the Cultural Revolution, Mao proved how earnest is his wish
to change man himself. Unlike Napoleon and Stalin, he refused to use revolutionary
jdeas as means to a national end. He, too, was a military hero but he did not
stop at.that. Thus he emerged as an individual leader, implanting ideas into
the hearts of his people which proved stronger than their natural desire fox econ-

omic and nationalistic gain. Studying philosophy for ten years, he revived the
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original ideals leading to the French Revolution and grafted them on an ancient
dream of China. This dream did not aim at world conquest by force of arms
but by example. The first A.mer-icans entering the .new China hailed him as
"the greatest moral leader of the world." James Reston in a recent interview
said: "I had no sense of .thi's enormous puritanical, evangélical atmosphere
by China...There is a clear connection in their minds between politics and
morals...They are trying to change the character of the human race e

Mao's vision may well be the first and only true challenge to the ideals
of the Founding Fathers. But his concept of man and of his moral evolution
is diametrically opposed to the individualistic and basically religious nature of
the American Dream.

This may be the place for expressing some thoughts on modern man's
relationship to history. In order to master today's problems and plan for a
better future, we must strive for a deeper understanding of the past. Without
such understanding we will remain forever at the mercy of forces we neither
control nor compfehend.

Why is it then that for a growing number of young people the study of
history has become an exercise in irrelevance and a primary cause for pessimism?
Because the results of historical evolution are being forever judged in the light
of preconceived ideas. Whenever they fail- to measure up to the expectations of

the observer, history itself is considexed at fault. Moreover, there are two

extreme views of history, both -- as all extremes -- misleading.

* As quoted in The New York Post, August 30, 1971.
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| On one side, there is a strong trend toward oversimplification.

Historians following this trend are wont to place cause and effect in too close

proxifnity. In reality, it takes a long time, then the life-time of a generation,

to set decisive historical changes in motion.  He who triggers such eventskis

therefore, unknown‘ to himself, their catalyst rather than their creator.

Again, the French Revolution may serve as example. It:sk impulse,
originating with thinkers like Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau, gained slowly
momentum, became partly distorted by class hatred, and eventually exploded
into violent action. Militant leaders like Danton, Robespierre and Mafat were
little more than personifications of the passion aroused in the masses. Once
the majority of Frenchmen, though still fired by revolutionary zeal, started to
tire of violence at home, the great adventure entered a new phase. The mother-
land was to be .pacified, the aroused militancy of its citizens turned outward ar;d
the revolutionary spirit expofted to the rest of Europe.

In Napoleon Bonaparte, the French found a man ideally suited to the ‘fulfﬂl-
ment of their goals. If they blindly obeyed his commands, if they willingly
sacrificed their lives for his ventures, they did so because he éave expression
to their own lﬁngings. So overwhelmed was the world with the Napoleonic im‘age
that it failed to notice the nearly compulsive nature of his actions. . Hitler, too,
although on a much lower level, acted like a man posséssed. At first he was
unfailingly sﬁccessful, and later on like a sleepwalkexr proceeded to destroy all
he had gained. On close inspection, many of the militant "leaders" of history

reveal little individuality of their own but were often tools in the hands of those
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whom they thought to control.

In Napoleon and the group of military geniuses surrounding him a
frustrated nation had produced the instrument best suited to rebuilding its
lost faiﬁ in itself. And the dream. of Voltaire and Rousseau which could
have been a turning point in history ended in a nightm;re of violence and war.
From the beginning, it had missed an essential element -- a basic knowledge
of man. If man is indeed no more than an animal he cannot be free. If,
however, he is a spiritual being éapable of freedom he will never for long
submit to terror or force of arms.

Seeing prominent men, good or bad, in their proper ﬁerspective is a
prerequisite for a bette_r ux;derstanding of history. Students who are taught
to overrate the inﬂuencé of a single individual ox a milifant group fall easy
victim to radicalism. For they are led to believe that, could théy themselves
ascend to power.l they would transform the‘ world. And for such an end all |
means seem justified. | |

Of cburse true leadership does exist but its ways have little semblance
to the violent actions of textbook heroes. The true leader does not seek power
for\ power's’ sake. | He knows that an idea implanted into the hearts of the people
may take decades. or even centuries to ripen. The Founding Fathers in this
country, Mahatma Gandhi in India, and Tolstoy and Soloviev in Russia have given

examples of such leadership.
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~ In summaxry, the just mentioned view on history holds that the right

- man or group in power could quickly set the world in ordex. The other

extreme is based on the éonviction that all attempts to improve man's lot

have failéd in recorded history. Consequently, a mood of hopelessness

and inertia prevails among thousands of history students in high schools and
colleges. It would far exceed the scope of this chapter to answer this pessi-
mistic view in full, but this much can be said. To me, histoxy is meaningful,
and the lessons it has taught me are far from disheartening.

Namrallvy,.‘the kind of conclusions drawn from the events of the past
dépends on the viewpoint of the observer. If he expects people of a later era
to be wiser or better than those of an earlier one just because they were born
a hundred or even a{ fhousand years aftexrward, he will find history indeed
disappoinfing. He may even discover that ancient achievements in the field of
religion, philosophy,' art, architecture and agriculture were of a highexr order :
than somek technological inventions of our atomic age. He may be hard put to
find cultural leaders of today on alevel with personaiities like Buddha, Moses |
and Jesus, or médern man's moral concepts with those of the Christian martyrs.
Yet disappointing as this lack of apparent progress may be, I consider it a
confirmation of the teachings of all great religions. For how could 6ne conceive
pf man as a spiritual being if his moral development would deﬁend on the time
of his birth rather than on his free will.

. If history fails to produce morally higher advanced individuals, is it
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therefore devoid of meaning? I don't believe 80, for it has givenus a
weélth of experience, an increase in our intellectual and technological
capacities, sufficient to build a society better suited for the fulfillment
| of the material and spiritual needs of all. In the past, not even the best
‘and wisest statesman had at his disposal the means to create such a society.
Today, these means exist, and if we do not use them we will have no one
but ourselves to blame. |
| In international relations, too, experience may at last have taught us
an all-important lesson: Conquest does not pay. On the surface, the world
situation may seem to be even more precarious than ever before. Wars are
 being waged and the great nations are armed to their teeth. Yetl sincerely
believe that today, possibly for the first time in recorded history, no major
| power desires war. Still, the specter of a third world war has not entirely
been banned, but it i8 caused by suspicion and fear rather than by a spirit of
aggression. Thus we inay at last have entered a turning point in history.
If we succeed in allaying the mistrust of nation against nation, we may bring
about a lasting peace: not because mankind has reached a higher state of
moral evolution but because history has shown that conquest does not pay..

Historians have never been able to agree whether or not a teleological
interpretation of historical evolution is justified. Eras in which_a strong
religious faith prevailed leaned to the belief that God had sef the goal toward

which the path of humanity is leading. In sophisticated times like ours, the
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trend is to see no purposé or goal in history except that its éourse is

.determined by man's selfish 'interests. Far-fetched as this controversy
may appear. at first sight, modern man must deal with it since he can né
~ longer afford to drift in uncharted waters; While everyone is of course
free to formulate his own ideas, he must arrive at some working hypothesis
if he wants to take part in the determination of his future.

It may not be necessary for modern man to visualize the flow of
historical evolution as determined by any will but his own. Yet it is mot
the will of the inc_lividual but the subconscious lbngings_ of millions which keep
the river flowing. When whole nations desire the same goals, the current |
is strong and swift. When nations or civilizations are. at cross purposes, the
river becomes turbulent. When, as it can happen, the collective deéire of
millions reverses itself, the flow of the river may, under certain conditions,
change its course. Such conditions occur frequently in history when the
aspirations of whole nations undergo a change_. A whole era, to give just one
example, may long for religious fulfillment, bringing forth saintliness and
self-denial. But before the goal is achieved, human nature, too fércefully
repressed, will demand its due, and a sudden turn toward luxury, cynicism
and agnosti_cism may occuxr.,

The longing for freedom, I believe, has been a major force" of historical
evolution. Man's individual choice within the course of destiny was the fore-

most question asked by the philosophers of Greece., Freedom to worship an
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invisible god rather than the Caesars gave countless Christians the courage
for martyrdom. The New Age saw the longing for freedom turn toward
political liberty; But when, as in the pre-war years of our century, the
goal seemed in sight, the fear of its responsibility rﬁay reverse the current.
Thus, while many revolutions originated in rnan's. longing for freedom, they
have often ended in its total loss.

What, then, is the relationship between the collective will and individual
self-determination? If it is permissible to continue with our metaphor a
little longer, we musi: say that man's conscious mind, which is his one and
only claim to freedom, navigates on the surface of the river. No matter how
powerful the undercurrents, man as an individual is never deprived of moral
freedom. But he may have no choice in the conduct of his outer life.” When
the flow is too rapid, as in times of war, revolution or dictatorship, he cannot
steer an indéi)endent course. The same is true when crosscurrents form such
a turbulence that even experienéed pilots cannot avert disaster. ' This may have
been the case before the First World War, and when Hitler came to power.

There are, however, fnoments in history, especially after wars and other
upheavals, when the current slackens and the river forks out, permitting freedom
of choice. Those are the moments when legdq_l;ship is crucial. A leader is
not an authoritarian who forces others to do h:s will but a man wise enough to
pick the right course and explain_‘to others the reasons for his choice. Yet no

leader can fulfill his mission unless he learns to read the book of history and to
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recognize the hdur of decision. Such opportunities pass quickly and it may
take a long and. painful journey to arrive at the next crossroads of history.
Today, man is rapidly approaching such a crossroad. His growing
ability for intellectual thinking, the vast experience of the past should have
taught him at last that his lot cannot be improved by the force of arms.
Physical aggression can and at times must be answered‘ by a show of physical
strength., However, his ultimate fate depends on a choice between‘ideas.
The American Dream points to one course humanity can choose; Mao's
philosophy may offer the alternative.
We sﬁould welcome at any moment of history the'_ emergence of at least
two ideological courses. For freedom requires choice. 'The American Dream
would lose its essence, its very life, if we were to force it oh others by military
or economic persuasion. Its value must be proven solely by the example we are
giving to the world. Our opponents leave no stone unturned to present their
system in the best light. If we downgrade and criticize our system beyond reason,
we may fail in our duty to the world. Since the fate of civilization will depen.d
on man's free cﬁoice, a cvlear presentation of the alternétives is of crucial import-
ance.
- The hopes of the French idealists died in the violence of the Revolution
and the Napoleonic wars. They were reborn in the _minds\of Marx and Engels,
and quenched again imder Stalin's regime of terror. In China, Mao revived

them in an uncompromising form. To a world tired of wars, economic and
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racial struggles, Mao's promise of a society based on equality and
fraternity may become an irresistible lure in years to come. But freedom,
while he pays lip service to it, cannot be a part of his promise. Freedom
is a matter of the spirit and cannot be offered by an ideology denying the
soul of man,

In other words, freedom is predominantly a spiritual quality, and its
acceptance or refusal will depend on man's concept of himself. If he con-~
siders himself a spiritual being, he will shun ﬁo sacrifice to remain free;
if he considers himself an intellectual animal, he will have to submit to a
process of perpetual domination by the more powerful membexs of the species.

The battle lines in the inevitable war of ideas are gradually taking shape.
Soviet Russia may by its own choice remain an enemy or become a friend as
a nation., But its system no longer koffers a challenge to ours. OQur relation-
ship to China, however, is different. With the easing of politicél ténsion,
with the gradual removal of the Bamboo Curtain it is preparing to c'hallenge_ us on the
battlefield of ideas. . |

The contest will not be an easy one. Maoism is of such recent origin
| that all its shortcomings can be blamed on its youth. The Chinese people, look-"

ing back on a past of inde scfibable deprivation,are eagerly accgpt_ing a promise
of social and économic improvement. They are used to obey; they are diligent
and wise. An unprecedented propaganda extolls the achievements of Mao's

thoughts. Americans, on the other hand, divided by racial strife and ashamed
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of political actions not always compatible with the ideals of the American
Dream, have become the severest critics of their own country. |

Personally, I have no doubt that if the battle of ideals is fought .fairly,
our system must win. For it offers freedom, without which man cannot
preserve his humanity. But to allow the world a free choice, we must not
only be honest in our self-criticism but also fair to ourselves.

In the next chapters I wis;h to discuss the progress made on'the way
toward our goal. OQur accomplishments are so numerous that one book
could never suffice to do them jus;ice. I shall thérefore select only a few
examples which I consider pertinent enough to revive the faith of Americans
in their country.

First, however, we must separate justified criticism from recrimina-
tions not fully deserved. To evaluate the achievemenfs of our system correctly,
we must take into account some of the following factoxs.

From the very beginning, we have been accused of hypbcrisy bécause
of undeniable contradictions between the ideals of the Founding Fathers and
the realities of our political actions. But what critics overlook is that idealé
cannot be translated into action until they have transformed the people who are
to apply them. A political system built on ideals can indeed exert a wholesome
effect on ifs citizens and provide a framework within which individual self-
realizétion can be achieved. Yet nobody with any knowledge of human nafure

can expect this to happen within the life span of a few generations.
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The founders of this country werewise men. They knew that the
people for whom they c_ievised the most idealistic system in history were
by no means better than their brothers and sisters anywhere else in the
world. Many of the early settlers were adventurers, reckless individualists,
inclined to serve their own interest at the expense of the nature and native
population of the New Worid. The inhumanity of slavery was accepted;
intolerance and prejudice were rampant ) In spite of all these facts, the
founders, with the support of the people, designed a coastitution based on
what man should be rather than what he then was and in many ways still is
today. Consequently, the American Dream combines an almost mystical
faith in man with the most realistic system designed to help him achieve his
moral potential.

Have events refuted this faith in man? I don't believe they have. The
United States is still very young, for the 200 years of its histo‘ry are no more
than fortnatifre years for a nation of its size and potentials. Moreover, from
the outset it was beset with some of the severest trials any country has had to -
face, Contrary to othexr big countries like Canada, A,ustrélia or New Zealand,
the nation did not resexve its spiritual and physical resources for the benefit of
its original population and their offspring. Instead, it invited and welcomed
an influx of immigrants at the risk of importing foreign customs and impulses
not always beneficial to its still fragile structure.

A nation is a living organism, an organism which is subject to the cycle
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of birth, growth, maturity and eventual death'like every other living being.
The greater a country's role in world history is to be, the longer will it
need to reach maturity . Seen from this point of view, the United States
has barely outgrown its childhood years. Consequently, its position as
world leader may be premature.
The,’ eritics from within and without its borders should remember, however,

that it was not the United States or its people who craved world leadexrship.

~ On the coatrary, Americans are ever ready to look to other countries for

inspirati.on, | cultural and even political guidance. They have opened their
borders to foreigners and, where possible, given them pqsitions of leadership.,
With regard to international affairs, hé.rdly any other big nation has been so
reluc;tant to grasp pow/er‘ or so’c_andid in admitting its owﬁ inadequacies as the
United States. World power has been forced on the United States prematurely
by the fai.lure. of older and more experienced nations to fulfill their duty to
the woﬂdv. |

In view of all this and of America's tremendous human and material
sacrifices in foreign wars, its progress toward its still distant goal is little
short of miraculous. |

Today, our country is confronted with problems which shake its fbunda-
tions. But it is the very magnitude, the unpfecedented complexity of these
problems which, I believe, will force us to mature, Faced with the choice ‘Of

making our dream come true or seeing our world destroyed, we will be com-
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pelled to do the kind of reappraisal, re-evaluation and fu.udamental change
which aloné can bring about a turning point in history .

Solutions to our broblems exist, They may be painful, they may even

demand a complete renewal of political thinking. In order to find these solu-

_ tions, we need an objective analysis of conditions as they really --- based
on a clear understanding of the achievements and exrors of the past. And
to begin with we must learn to distinguish between two aspects of modern man's . |
ordeals. One is a universal illness affecting the human spirit, manifested in
racial prejudice, drug addiction, unmotivated crime, withdrawal from life and
mistrust between the old and young, an illness that can be healed only in co-op-
eration with the rest of the world. The other is the state of health of our own
nation.

From the start we must face the fact that a system like ours, intended to
grant the greatest possible degree of liberty to all, is extremely vulnerable to
attacks by those who deliberately take advantage of its permissiveness for their
gelfish ends. To correct this misuse of liberty, adjustments in the judiciary
may be urgently needed, but it is not so much the political system which is at
fault as the flaws in human nature. For while the Founding Fathers realized
this fact and left the doors wide open for necessary changes, there is no way to
protect any institution against the corruption of those entrusted with its care.

In spite of internatioual tension, the American system today is, in my
opinion, well fortified against assault from without --- but it is highly vulnerable
to attacks from within. Such attacks are especially dangerbus when originating

(
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with idealists whose one-time love for the United States has turned into
disillusionment - -~ possibly because our system has indeed failed to keep
pace with the rapidly cﬂanging times. Enmity from idealistic though nﬁs-
guided people cannot be assuaged by police action but only by meaningful
communicatioﬁ based on compassionate understanding and clear thinking.
For even if we did succeed in preventing violent action against the "Establish-
. ment, " the nation needs more than pacification; it needs the wholehearted
support of the most idealistic of its citizens. There is only one way to win
this support and this is to clarify the degree of\our success, separate setbacks
beyond our control from our own failings and seek for ways of correcting the
latter. To do this, one need not be a professional historian but merely an
American deeply concexrned for his country. In my own case, I claim no quali-
fication other than this concern and my personal experience. Twenty four
years of public service in international and national affairs have given me the
privilege of observing the making of moderun history at close\ quarters and, at
times, of taking an active part in it. |

The storm clouds of disillusionment gathering over our country demand
that those whose political experience has strengthened rather than undermined
their faith in the American Dream will explain their reasons for not losing their

)

faith while still in active life. As far as I am concerned, I have learnt that
most ills blamed by Americans on their own system exist in other parts of the

world, symptoms of modern man's spiritual disease. This disease, possibly

caused by the twentieth centuxy's rapidly widening gap between man's moral
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stamina and technological power, raises the age-old question of good and

evil., | We must remember that good and evil belong in the area of individual
conscience rather thaﬁ government. Only if every citizen would learn to

pay more attention to the human and moral qualities of political candidates,

would he get the kind of government he deserves. Political inertia or self-
interest on the part of the individual voter is reeponsible for evil in government
and vice versa. In other words, good and evil in a nation's government are
amplified reflections of the good and evil in the majority of its citizens.

Authoritarian ideologies take the opposite view. They hold that a man

(or a group of men) strong enough to usurp power, have the right to determine
what is good and evil_[)and to force people to accept their "moral" standards.

Here again is an example of the animelistic view of totalitarianism, because
authoritarian methods simulate the 1a§vs of the flock, in which the strongest

male usurps leadership and determines the rules of society.

Before attempting to make a partial analysis of America's accomplish-~

ments and failures, I should Iike to emphasize one point. No contemporary
“writer can be entirely objective when dealing with his own time and country.

He must be on his guafd against making his own convictions yardsticks for success and
failure. He cannot affofd to repeat the misjudgements wh1ch. hlstor1ans have made
so often before . How many ‘mﬁghave b@anvcalled great .‘501: the very deeds which
brought about the declme of theu: countries, To pick some examples at random:

Louis XIV's, the Sun King's celebrated victories, caused the bankruptcy of France.
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Agricultural countries, especially successful in rapid industrialization,
often became the victims of seemingly incurable socio-economic woes.
Or look at the combatants of World War II and their relative standing in
the world today, and see how difficult it is to came to an objective judge-
ment on success and failure.
There is only one way to evaluate historical issues, and this is an
~ analysis of the progress made toward the goals that a nation itself professes
to pursue. In our case, these goals are contained in the American Dream:
they are called freedom, brotherhood and equality. Letus consider each of

them in sequence.
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